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WATER FOWLS
AND ORNITHOMORPH BOATS

Bird figures dating from the begiwning of the lron-Age
onwards accur in the rock engravings. A rather stylised
{orm £ be scen hore, 8 Mot ofa boat with a prow ending
In @& bird-head.
This motil may have origins in the Near East and spread to
Italy in the thirteenth century from the Umfield Cultural
area, and §s found embellished on bronze vascs, anms,
razors and fibul,

made on Rock 50 towards

associoted with Rhastian

be deciphersd, would cer
tainly belp expinin ts significance.
The flgure miglt be related with same sacred act, perhaps
o sun cult or rite for the dead that takes souls to the
teroatter. Ofton shovet-shapes (anot) funerary symbol),
» Taints, duellists and Individual warrlors are apposited
with the birds, for tiy ¢ fowl like swans,
ducks, horons and waders. The world warriors Is anyhow
& well reprassntod elament in the Camunnian sociot Lt
Fonige Y of the

Tho traciags: water fawl, amithomomh boat
biedd engraved prior to b figure of o :ﬂn
Bate: first phasa of the fronAge (fifth
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Camminare per vedere
vedere per conoscers
conoscere per spiegare.” .\
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LE ISCRIZIONI CAMUNE .

La rarita delle iscrizioni (=parole scritte) rispetto al gran-
issimo numero di figurazioni attesta che la scrittura eraun
fatto raro, legato ad occasioni e momenti significativi della
vita sacrale, sociale e politica della comunita.
Le iscrizioni sono spesso inserite in contesti figurativi con
i quali sono, almeno in alcuni casl, sicuramente in relazio-
ne.
L'alfabeto usato & etrusco, introdotto nell’area alpina nel
VI/V sec. a. C. e adattato alle esigenze fonetiche specifi-
che della lingua parlata nella zona: di qui la definizione di
“alfabeto nordetrusco”.
Sulla Roccia 50 compaiono non meno di 10 iscrizioni. Due
sono isolate (al centro e alla base della roccia), otto sono
invece apparentemente connesse con figure, in un conti-

nuum iale che lascia pr e una interdipendenza
anche semantica.

Nel rilievo: la sequenza di 8 iscrizioni:
1) PRIAUZ

g} :RMNZ (il ductus di N non é chiaro)
94) UAIAU

5) UA?? (due segni sono incomprensibili

6) IPLAZ i = :

7) N1ZAZ oppure ZAZIl
8) UA::1AZ

Datazione: eta del Ferro (I millennio a. C.)

CAMUNNIAN INSCRIPTIONS

The rarity of inscriptions or engraved words with respect to
the great pictural repertory indicates that writing was
rather , perhaps connected with special events
in the sacred, social and political life of the community.
Inscriptions here are often placed in figurative contexts on
which, at least in some cases, they certainly have some
bearing.

The Etruscan Alphabet, introduced to the Alpine area
around the fifth to sixth century B.C., was adapted to the
particular pk ic requi 1ts of the language spokenin
the area - thus the term “North Etruscan Alphabet”.

At least ten inscriptions appear on Rock 50. At the base
and in the centre are two dissociated texts and elsewhere,
eight others, each apparently connected with figures in a
certain circumscribed space that suggests some semantic
interdependence.

The tracing: eight inscriptions:
1) PRIUAZ

2) PRIANZ (the N is not so clear)
3) Ny

4) UA:IAU

5) UA?? (two unintelligible marks)
6) IPLAZ

7) NZAZ (or ZAZII)

8) UA::IAZ

LA

P_ate: Iron-Age (first millenium B. c.)
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